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This review is provided by Professor Shioya Akifumi, PhD, as the foreign
academic supervisor, regarding the doctoral dissertation of Nurseitova Laila
Duisengalievna entitled “The Transformation of Japan’s Regional Initiatives and the
Kazakhstan-Japan Partnership within the Framework of ‘Central Asia Plus Japan.’”

The dissertation has been submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) under the Educational Program “8D02209 —
Oriental Studies” at Al-Farabi Kazakh National University.

The doctoral dissertation prepared by Nurseitova Laila, entitled “The
Transformation of Japan’s Regional Initiatives and the Kazakhstan-Japan Partnership
within the Framework of ‘Central Asia Plus Japan,”” constitutes a relevant and
academically significant study aimed at providing a comprehensive analysis of the
evolution of regional interaction within the contemporary system of international
relations.

The research is distinguished by its systematic examination of the transformation
of Japan’s regional initiatives in Central Asia through the theoretical lens of New
Regionalism. In the course of the study, the author first explores the theoretical and
methodological foundations of contemporary Japanese foreign policy, analyzing the
logic of the formation of regional relations and their transformation in the post-bipolar
period. By. critically engaging with theories of international relations and models of
regional cooperation, the dissertation identifies and substantiates the conceptual
foundations of Japan’s strategy toward Central Asia. ;

In addition, the dissertation systematizes the phased development of Japan’s
policy toward the Central Asian states in the period following the dissolution of the
Soviet Union and provides a comprehensive analysis of the institutional transformations
ranging from the “Silk Road Diplomacy” initiative to the establishment of the “Central



FLIPER

University of Tsukuba

Tsukuba-shi Tennodai 1-1-1. Ibaraki-ken, Japan
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Tel.: +81 29-853-2111

Asia Plus Japan” dialogue framework. The author substantiates that this format has
elevated Japan’s regional initiatives to a qualitatively new level and has evolved into an
effective mechanism of multilateral diplomacy.

A significant part of the research is devoted to the partnership between
Kazakhstan and Japan. By examining the normative-legal framework of bilateral
relations, mechanisms of political dialogue, as well as processes of economic
cooperation and technological transfer, the author identifies the institutional and
substantive characteristics of the strategic partnership. Furthermore, the dissertation
highlights the role of humanitarian and educational cooperation in fostering long-term
mutual trust and sustainable collaboration between the two countries.

By effectively employing empirical research methods, the author incorporates
into academic discourse the findings of interviews conducted with Japanese experts, as
well as the results of a survey carried out among students and researchers from Central
Asian countries studying in Japan. These data provide an opportunity to assess both the
effectiveness of Japan’s policy in the region and the level of its perception among
relevant stakeholders.

The empirical component of the study is particularly commendable. The expert
interviews and the survey conducted at the University of Tsukuba substantially reinforce
the theoretical arguments with concrete evidence. The author demonstrates a sound
ability to combine qualitative and quantitative methods and to analyze the obtained
results in a rigorous academic manner. In particular, the conclusions concerning the need
to enhance institutional transparency, expand access to information, and promote human
capital development possess clear practical relevance. .

A key strength of the dissertation lies in its interpretation of Japan’s policy in
Central Asia not as a situational or narrowly economically driven approach, but as a
strategic, long-term, and multi-level process. The author convincingly argues that the
future development of the “Central Asia Plus Japan” framework will be closely linked
to such priority areas as digitalization, the green economy, climate security, and
logistical integration. These forward-looking assessments further enhance the applied
significance of the research. " '
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In the course of the research, Nurseitova Laila Duisengalievna has demonstrated
independent scholarly thinking, a profound command of theoretical material, and the
ability to systematically analyze complex issues in the field of international relations.
The structure of the dissertation is logically coherent, its academic framework meets
established scholarly standards, and its conclusions are well-reasoned and substantiated.

The dissertation fully complies with the academic requirements for the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) under the Educational Program in Oriental Studies and is
recommended for public defense.
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AUCCEPTALIUSAT A TTIIKIP

Hypceurosa Jlaiina JlroceHranneBnara ycbiHFaH

8D02209 ~ IlpirsicTany Oinim Gepy 6araapiamacs! GoHbIHIIA
@unocodust nokropsl (PhD) rbinbivu nopesxecin any YLLiH

Ocbhl mikip mIeTesmiK FHIIBIMH K@T%‘Kmi, PhD, npodeccop Ilnos Axudymu
TapanbiHaH ~ Hypceutosa  Jladina  JjrocérfanueBnansly  «OKamon AlMaKTBIK
dacTamManapbIHbIH  TPaHCHOPMALHSCH  JKAHE "«Opranblk  Asust noc  JKarnouusy
opmareinnarel  Kaszakcran-XKamonus CePIKTECTII»  aTThl  JHUCCEPTALHUSIBIK
KYMBICBIHA KATBICTBI OCPIJINT OTBIP. ATAIFAH 5KYMBIC On-@apabu ateingarel Kazax
VJITTBIK  YHUBEPCUTETIHIH «8D02209-IlbrbicTanyy  6iniM  Gepy Oarnapiamacsl
OoiibiHIa Gunocodus noktops! (PhD) FeutbiMu JQPEKECIH ally YIIiH JalbIHIaJFaH.

Hypcenrosa Jlaitma naiteimmaran  «Kamon — alfMakThik OacTaMasiapbIHbIH
TpaHchopmaumschl  koHe «OpTanbik  Asust  wmoc  YKarnoHus (GopMaThIHaarEl
Kasakcran-XKanouus CepIKTECTIr» TaKbIPBIOBIHAAFBI  TUCCEPTALIMAIIBIK 3epTTey
KYMBICBI  Ka3ipri  Xabikapaibik KaTkiHactap skyHeciHaeri alfMakTbik e3apa ic-
KUMBIJIIBIH  OBOJIOLMACKHIH KELIEH1l Tandayra OarbITTaJIFAH ©3€KTi Qpi FRUIEIMH
MaHbI3bl JKOraphl eHOek Ooubn TabbLlanbl. JKanoHusHBIE Opraibik A3HsTarsl
alMaKThIK GacTaMallapbIHBIH TPaHCHOPMALHUACHIH >KAHA PETHOHAIM3M TEOPHUSICEHI
Heri3iHge KeIeHi Typ/e TalaayMeH aliKbIHIaFaH. JliccepranT 3epTTey GaphIChIH/A,
CH  aJILIMEH, Kasipri JKalmoH CBIPTKbl CasCATHIHBIY TCOPHAIBIK-9IiCHAMAJIBIK
Heri3fepiH  KapacThIPBII, afMaKThIK KapbIM-KaTbIHACTAP JKYHECIHIH KasbITacy
/IOTHKAChIH XOHE OHBIH MOCTOMITONAPILIK Ke3eHAer TpaHChOPMALUSICHH TalfaiibL.
ABTOp XaJIbIKapasblK KaThIHACTAD TEOPUSNAPbl MEH AHMAKTHIK BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK,
MOJICJIb/IEPIH  capaliaii  OThIphIN, JKaTOHUSHBIN OpTanblk  A3usara  KaTbICTHI
CTPaTerusChIHbIN KOHIIETITYaJIIbIK HETI3ACPin aiKbIHAAMIbI.

COHBIMEH KaTap, KYMBICTa Kenec Opnarsl plIbIparaHHaH KeHiHri kesemseri
AKanouussueiH Opranblk  A3us MEMIICKETTEPIHE KATBICTHI CASCATBHIHBIH Ke3eHIIK
Aamybl kyHenenin, «XKibek »xonbl AUIIOMaTHICHIHAHY GacTan Opranbik A3usl ILIHOC
/Kanonns nuanorer GopmatbiHa Nedinri MHCTHTYLHOHAIIBIK ©3repicTep KaH-KAKThI
Tanjanaipl.  JluccepraHt - aramraH  GoOpMarThlH  JKANOHUSAHBIH  afiMaKTarsl
OacTamajapbiH KaHa CamnaiblK JeHreire KOTEPreHiH JKOHE OHBIH KOIDKAKTHI
AMIJIOMATHs TETIriHE alfHaIFaHbIH Heri3 e .

3epTTey KYMbICHIHBIH MaHbI3AbI Oouiri Kasakcran men YKarnouus apachIH/Iarbl
CepikTecTiKKe apHajiFaH. ABTOp EKiKaKThi KaTblHACTAP/IbIH HOPMATHUBTIK-KYKBIKTBIK
0a3acbliH, 'CasCH JMAIOr MEXAHU3MAEPIF, IKOHOMHKAIBIK KOOIlepalds MeH
TEXHOJIOTHAJIBIK TPAHC(EP YIepicTepiH TATAal OTRIPHII, CTPATETHSITBIK OpiNTeCTIKTIH
HHCTUTYIMOHATIBIK KOHE MasMYHJILIK epeKIIeNikTepin alkpiHaiapl. COHbIMEH Oipre,
TYMaHUTApIIbIK JKOHE OiniM Oepy canachlHmarbl 03apa OpeKeTTECTIKTIH exi e




2pachblHAATb pamemimni CEHIM MEH TYPaKThl BIHTHIMAKTACTHIKTBI
SaTLIITACTHIPY/1AFbl POJIiH KepceTel.

JIMCCEpPTAHT  SMITMPHKAIBIK 3epTTeY omicTepin THiMAI KOIJAHA OTBIPBII,
W anoHMSUIBIK CapaniibUiapMeH KYpriziires cyxbarrap MEH YKamonusa OKBII
satkad OpTalblK A3Ms enyiepiHeH KeJreH CTyICHTTEP MeH 3epTTeyliiep apachiijiad
eTKi3iireH cayajaHama HOTH)KeJIepiH FhUIBIMHA apinanbiMFa eHrizeni. byl JIEPEKTEP
W anoHHsHBIH alMaKTarbl casicaThIHBIH . TriMaLTiri  MEH KaOBUIIAHY neHreiin
paranayra MYMKIHIK oepeni.

3epTTeydiH IMITMPUAKAIIBIK Gonimi e  KOFaphl Garanayra  JalbIK.
Capaniuubl1apMeH )Kyprisiirex cyxbarrap MeH Llyky0a yHHBepcmeTiHne OTKi31IreH
cayajHama HoTiKkenepi  TEOPHSIBIK TYKBIPIMAAPABI  HAKTH! JepeKTePMEH
TOBIKTBIPFAH. ABTOp canalblk Kome CaHIbIK dnicTep/al YTBIMIbI yitnecTipin, anbiHFaH
HaTHKenepal FhlIbIMA TYpFBIAAH taaail  OLITeH. ocipece, HHCTUTYIIMOHAJIIBIK
aiiKBIHABIKTBL  apTTBIPY, aKIapaTThiK KOJDKETIMAITIKTI KeHelTy OJKkoHE ajaMH
KanuTasIbl JaMbITy Ka)KeTTirl Typajibl KOPBITHIH/IBLIAP [PAKTHKAJIBIK MOHIE UC.

JKyMBICTBIH 6acTbl  APTHIKIIBUIBIFRI YKamouusHbiH ~ OpTaIBIK As3usnarsl
casicaThlH CUTYaTUBTIK HEMECC Tap IKOHOMHKAJIBIK MYALETepMEH [IeKTeMeH, OHBI
cTpaTerusbK, ¥3aKM€p3iM)1i JKOHE KOTLICHIeH yaepic petinie xepceryinje. ABTOP
«Opranblk A3 IIOC YKanouus» GopMaThIHBIH Gonamarsl udpIaHbIpy, Kackll
HKOHOMHMKA, KIUMATTBIK KayiTCi3IiK HKIHE JTOTHCTHKAIBIK HHTETPALHs OarpITTapbIMEH
GaiilaHbICThl CKEHIH FhUIbIMA merisne Oomkaitab. byl YCBHIHBICTAP 3epTTey
ko 1an0anbl MaHbI3bIH KymeﬁTeni.

Hypceutosa Jlawina JlroceHranreBHa 3epTTey OapbICHIHA nepbec FbUIbIMH
oiinay KaOiNeTiH, TEOPUsLIBIK MaTCPHAIIE] TEpeH MEHIepreHis XoHe XanbIKapaJlbiK
KaTbIHACTAP CAJAChIH/AFbL kypaen Macenenepl xyhen tannail ajnaThblHbIH KepceTTi.
JluccepTalus  KypbUIbIMbL JOrMKAJIBIK ~TYPFBIIAH Gipi3mi, FHUIBIMA armaparhbl
TaNanTapFa cai, Ty KBIPsIMAApD! IQJIEN/I JKOHE Heri3AeNreH.

JluccepTALMsIIBIK  KYMBIC mIBFbICTaHy  OlmiM - Oepy Gar1apIaMachbiHbiH
duocopus JTOKTOPBIHA (PhD) JopexeciHe KOWBLIATHIH aKaJEMHUATIBIK Tajanrtapra

caiikec KeJle/ll JKoHEe KOpFayFa YCHIHBUIA/IBI.
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